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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DR, WEI'S RECUEST FOR BUILDIRGS,.

student enrollment,
September 193 : September 1947,
Men 308 348

women % _.5.%__1
In his letter of Sept. 268h to Mr, Lyford Dr, ¥el said that there were about 20
vacancies in the new hostel, erected in 1946, and that only one half of Poyu ho:tel

was being used so far, All the men students were using double deckers and also
double deckers were in use in the new Yen Hostel,

Dr, Vel says under date of Oct. 9,1947 that * the Board ought to begin to plan one
hostel for men and one hostel for women for use by next August, and the

money negessary to be taken from the building fund." He goes on tosay:® All the

men students are sleeping in double deckers, and double deckers have been installed
into the new Yen Hostel in order to accomodate more women students, It is not
unreasonable for Kkm college students in China to be in crowded hostels two years
after the war, but certainly it is not conducive to good college edusation. 4 certain
measure of comfort is necessary to gdti thinking. I am not thinking of the

luxurious conditions of students' hostels in Bngland, but we should not have eight

to ten studénts sleeping in a room intended for only two."

In 1937 Berganini estimated the cost of a hostel for 50 men at US$13,000,

In the fall of 1946 the "temporary" dormijtory which by using double deckers could
accomodate 96 men students in cramped quarters cost US§ll,A00. This was of one story
construction, thin grey brick walls and wooden floors,

In 1937 Bergamini erected the new Yen Hostel, which consists of three large rooms

on each of three floors designed to accomodate four girls in each room or 36 in

all, hall and bath rooms on each LXimx floor. This was of good red brick construction,
reinforced concrete floors and stairways, tile roof, The total cost of this was

Us$5,100,

W. Wiel further talks of the need for more housing for the faculty with at

and possibly six new houses being needed, He now would recommend the
erection of permanent houses. In 1937 two large double houses were erected on the
city wall land for a cost of US$h,200 each or U:$2,100 per family unit, These houses
were drawn to the size sugiested by Dp. Wel and during the past year it has been
found possible to accomodate four familles in each double house by squeezing things
in somewhat, HBowever for various reasons it would seem wiser to erect single houses
rather than double houses and they could be erected on the city wall land just south
of those bullt in 1937 which is a section reserved for houses in every proposed
layout Bergamini has made of the grounds.

The safamx estimate of the cost of the construction of the temporary houses authcrized
in April 1947 wes US§1,250 per family unit, These are of three rooms each, one story.

ur, Wel further quotes rents at the rate of From US§R50 to US$350 per year for a
double house which would accomodate two fumilies,




September 5, 1947

Dr. Francis C. M, Wei, President
Huachung University
Wuchang, China

My dear Francis:

I have just returned to the office this week after being
out for more than two months., I am very happy to say
that I have returned in the very best of health and
physical condition, I am feeling better than I have
probably for the past fifteen years. I have my fingers
crossed, and I hope that I will continue to enjoy the
best of health.

On returning to the office, I still find a letter from
you dated May lst. This was a very interesting letter
giving me details about individuals and the University
that have been very useful., Otherletters from you to Mr.
Lyford have also been very interesting and we were over-
joyed at the spirit and conduct of Huachung students
during the student demonstrations in June. More and more
we appreciate your Christian character and leadership.
The Huachung faculty and students are most fortunate.
Since returning to the office this week I have learned
that you were elected Chairman of the Houseof Deputies
at the General Synod in August. Congradulations! I am
glad that the Chinese Church recognized your leadership

" and ability in this way.

I am very anxious to see a report of the General Synod
and learn what action was taken regarding the Central
Theological School and the Bawn School. I hope it was
decided to move these to Wuchang in conjunction with
Huachung. I had a few minutes yesterday with Mrl Lyford
and John Coe, who was passing through New York City on
his way to Michigan, They had nothing definite to talk
about but were going from here to 150 Fifth Avenue to
talk with the officers of the United Board of Christian
Colleges in China.




September 5, 1947

I haven't heard from your son John since before the summer.
Dean Rose, as you probably know, was elected Dean of Gen-
eral Theoiogical Seminary here in' New York and has moved
down here,' A new dean has not been elected for Berkeley
but probably will be in the near future, I hope that it will
be -possible for John to continue to live at Berkeley, but I
am afraid this will not work out as I have heard that they
have taken in more students than they can possibly accommo-
date. We will keep an eye on him and do everything that we
can’'to help John, I am sure he will find time to make us a
visit sometime.

Dot joins me in very best wishes and kind regards.

Affectionately yours,

Jo. Earl Fowler

JEF:chh
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Mr., J. Earl FOWler,
Overseas Department,
National Counecil,
281 Fourth Avenue,
New York 10, N. Y.
Ue Se Ao

My dear Earl,
Shk
I received yesterday your kind letter of September,which had
made very good time.

I am very happy indeed to know you have returned to your office
in your very best of health and physical condition. You must know that
you and 1 are no longer young, and we have to watch our physical con-
dition very carefully. I do hope that you will continue to enjoy the
best of health.

I em glad my letter of May 1lst got to you. I ought to have written
to you, Mr. Lyford, and Mr. Sherman more frequently during the last few7tree
months, but since commencement at the end of June, I have been away prac-
tically all the time. I returned only on September 9th after the General
Synod in Shanghai and a few days subseguently in Nanking. It was cuite
an accident that I was made chairman of the House of Deputies at the
General Synod. It was the first time in the history of the church in
China that a layman had been elected to that office. I occupied the chair
for eight days in fear and trembling. With the aurtesy of the Deputies,

1 was able to get through without much mishap. It was a very happy coin-
cidence that the @Ghairmen of both Houses were Boone graduates, and there-
fore Huachung alumni, and so also is the new missionary bishop to Shensi.

The inertia in the House of Bishops tended to keep the Theological
School and the Bawn School in Shanghai. To this the House of Deputies
could not concur, and so a compromise was reached by deciding to keep
the Central Theological School in Shanghai for the time being. I am afraid
it will be there permanently. It will not be any loss to us in Huachung,
but the church as a whole will realize the mistake in due course of time.

You may have heard that my son John has been appointed research
| assistant in the physiocs department in Yale Graduate School, and he is
getting enough income to wover his necessary expenses.

I am interested to know that Dean Rose of Berkeley Divinity School
has been elected Dean of General Theological Seminary in New York. I am
going to write and congratulate him.

We are just in the rush of registering students in the new acca-
demic year. It will be another week before we know the exact enrollment,
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but my guess is that there will be 310 o0ld students, and 230 new stu=-
dents including transfers, making a total of 5&03 All our hostels will
be filled to the limit. One tht#d of the s ent body will be women.

The Van Sants, the Fultons and the Los are all here, and we
are expecting Mrs. Taylor sometime after Christmas.

As soon as registration is over, I shall report to Mr. Lyford.
I owe him at least two more letters.

With the best wishes and kind regard to you and Dot, and to all
members of your office at 281,

Yours affectionately,

i
SY i




President
WL-13, Sept. 26, 1947

Mr. Oliver 8. Lyfoxd, (From Dr. Wei - Received Oct. 6)

54 Dana Place, Englewood,
Bev Jersey,

U. 8. A
Dear Mr. Lyford,

Your letter of August 13th reached me I was in Shanghai
attending the General Synod of the Chung Hue Sheng Huig Hul (Episcopal Church
in China), from August 23rd to 3lst. Inmediately after the Gemeral Synod, I
went to Nanking where I spent five days, coming back by boat, arriving here on
September 9th.

Bince I returmned, I have been busy getting ready for the opening
of the new term, and later in the rush of registration of old and nev students.
I do not have to do a great deal because I have so mahy competent colleagues who
attend to the various parts of the work; but all the time, I have to be here in
the office for comsultation and to meke decisions on matters not covered by
regulations. For the entering freshmen class, 132 students had been recommended
by the affiliated Christian middle schools, and 3488 candidates not thus
recommended tock our entrence exsminations in August in 4 centres, namely, Wuchang
Changsha, Canton amd Kumming. Only 210 of these who tock the entrance examina-
tions were admitted by the Admissions Conmittee with Dr. Hwang Pu as chairman.
Thus 342 studente were qualified to come, and the Committee, on the basis of
past experience, had expected 70p of these to twrn up for registration. But so
far, only a little bit over 60% has actually turned up, and so there are up to
this moment, 218 new students who had registered. We had at the end of last
term 360 0ld students who had completed their year's work besides the seniors who
graduated. Some of these 360 students were dropped on account of poor work, and
others were advised to leave because of unsatisfactory conduct; xtill others have
not retuwrned, scme because they had not paid om or before August 15ta NC$200,000
as deposit to assure their retwrn, and so have not been allowed to retwrn by
the dsan. Ve have in the university now 312 old students, which is almost 90% of
the students wvho had completed the work at the end of last year. It is a good
peroentage, ( Judged by our past experience. The total enrollment in the
university is therefore 530 students - 312 0ld students and 218 new ones, of whom

are vomen students.

The two women host8ls are filled to the limit, and
rooms, the students have to use 40 ble-deckers which they did not
last year. That is how ve manage t0 squesze in more women students,
are nov lese comfortable. We camnmot belp this because so many girls
and their families prefer to have them with us than somevhere else.
hostels, namely, Ingle Hall, London Mission Hostel, and New Third Hos
opened and we have recpened also one half of the old Po Yu Hostel
Methodist Chmrch, hy providing living quarters for four families
houses just completed. Three of the hostels are now full, but there
more vacancies in the Third Hostel, which is under Dr. Brank Fultom.
that Fulton is here with his wife, and since he is interested in working
students, he will a good hostel warden.




Brenk and his wife are now living in the house
Bien and family. 8ince Richard is returning with
summer, we must have another house built for the Fultons. Before
sumner, wo must, as a matter of fact, have more than one house bduilt
meubexrs. We have to house Brank Fulton and his family, Walter
s wife vho are coming back from Nev York, and Burton Roger and
has been appointed by Yale-in-Chine Association to join us here in
of 1948. Dr. John C. F. Lo has also expressed his desire to get

FEREIE]S
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nev house. I give you this preliminary notice that soomer or later we
have to petition the Huachung Committee of the United Board to appropriate
our Building Fund enough money for at least 4 permanent residences.

Further we have to pay this year NC$10,000,000 as rent for two
tisfactory Chinese houses to acconmodate two of our faculty members, and
been able to renev the leese of these two houses at this rate only because
the landlord personally. In other places we will have to pay at least
million dollars as rent for one house. Therefore it is still more
to build our own residences to acocmmodate perticularly the missionary
the faculty who have to vacate houses to accamodate members of faculty
Yoar. I believe that six more residences to be occuphbd dbe fore
the minimum.

R
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As to enrollment, we had Just about M0 a year ago, and about 530
this year. I consider it wise to reach 600 a year from now and keep the emroll-
ment at that mmber for two or three yeers before we increase the mmber to
reach the maximum of 800. If we should get one new hostel for men and one nev




vill mean US$200 increese a month. Perscnally, I feel that we ought to give at
least that much to our faculty, because increase of prices during the last month
is really terrific. I hope the Huachung Committee will approve this change.

The other matter concerning finance is the Huachung fellowship , for
Mr. Donald Wang. Again, Paul Werd may have writtento Jou concerning this while I
wvas not able to write to Jou on this matter during t.hoAmn-n- vacation.

I wvas in my old home in the
by Dr. Hwang Pu in July.
concerned. When I returned
Bien and Dr. Paul Ward all .
Ying Chung Fu to anticipate his fellowship by a Jear, as wvas your action transmitted
to us by cable, we could not very well hold back Mr. Donald Wang's fellowship,
abroad on the Huachung fellowship
We have been encouraging
or two or three years
1tvou1dsoua'broachofnithm
fellowship a year 280, but he failed to
could not go abroed. Now he has gone toAnricnnmnnAuooiated
Board fellowship this year, and therefore he iz out of the question. Domala Wang
inmthofollonhipthinm,andhohaagonothrwgha.llthotmbhtoeot
his passport. Bowhantoginhlnthomyormmu the stipend of the
nuahmgrollonhip,andhcvilltnhcmorthomtforat least one year of
study in America. For several years in our budge
Huachung Board of Founders acting ¢
earmarked as "Fellowship",

from Boone Middle
Dr. Richard Bien has been
rown University and it is
he will succeed in securing an
earch student. 8ince Mr.




We are calling a meeting of the Executive Conmittee of the Directors on
October 1llth. Again I shall raise the question with them on the appointment of
the mission representatives to the Board of Directors. We must get ths Board
properly reorganized in China. But the missions have been very slov in taking the
action.

I Just asked Paul Ward whether he would be able to
for 1946-1947 within the next few days. His reply is that with the pressure of work
ho-hnllnotboabhtodoitvithinthomtthrumhrrmtoaq. But he has
already sent you the budget for the year 1947-1948, and as seon as it is approved,
please let me know. I hope to get my report ready in about a fortnight's time.

Paulwardhunpmdthatthogmthuamwpaidus the addi-
tional grant for rehabilitation and for our current budget.

- I am going to re-
Committee of Directors meeting on
October llth the appropriation of all this amount for the building of residences.
This time we ought to build permanent residences instead of semi-permanent ones ;
and in Dr. Taylor's estimates, it is barely enough for two residences. As soon as
the Executive Committee has met, there will be a recommendation to Your Committee
to consider and to act.

mgomtmsimthiumtocrmytothomriutimconom
vith the understanding that there will be a Joint campaign of the Christian colleges
to raise 90 times BC$100,000,000. We ought to reise in our centre something like
NC$1000,000,000. We are Just taking the initiate steps to get the campaign organ-
zed in the Wuhan centre, but the local govermment is also taking the initiatioen
se 40 times NC$100,000,000 as financial aids for college and middle school
tudents in the province of Hupeh, andthomuumtotlmlnmgl!nimiv is a
of the Conmittee to reise this amount. With this campaign going on, it will
futile for us touta.rbanothoroa-pnignornsmhrmtm. S0 I am reporting
the committee in Shanghau that our campaign here must be postponed.

Loakix.xg over the sheet attached to your letter of Avgust 13th, I noticed
tem under "9", marked as "Dr. Wei's Scholarship Fund”, amounting to US$2,253.34
don't understand what this Scholarship Fund is. Certainly I have not given the
money, and I would know wvhere it came from.
an th

is letter any more. It is already too long.
vish to

t

Le
I be
of the Huachung Coamittee, members of the ted

in the best of health, and that
inlovrorknnditcvicinitw. Iet me thank you
Inhnﬂngitﬁu.dtobohunginworrioo. It
it in my own house.

Yours sincerely,

/signed/ Frencis V. N. Wei

’




September 26, 1947

Dr. Francis C. M, Wel
Huachung University
Wuchang, China

My dear Francis:

Many thanks for your letter of September fifteenth. 1 was mighty

glad to 'h€ar from you. We had the pleasure of having John's com-

pany over last weekend. He told me he had a little job up in New
Haven but did not make it at all appear that he had been appointed
research assistant in the Departme..t of IFhysics of the Yale Gradu-
ate School. He is much too modest. In fact, he is much like his

Daddy in many ways.

I am amazed at the number of students that you are registering for
this year. In the first place, 1 do not see how you can anywhere
near accommodate 540 students. 1 hope that you can continue to
control and influence them as well as you managed the situation
during the student trouble of last June,

I have just had a letter and statement from Arthur M, Adler,
foreign book dealer, l1ll4 Fourth Avenue, New York 3, requesting

m e to pay $19.40 for an order received from Prof. Shen Lal=Chin
of Huachung University. I was afrald that this order might be
urgent. so have advanced the money for it. In the future, please
request anyone on your faculty placing orders in the United States
to be paid from this of fice to write and notify me. We will not
ag’go pdge statements in the future of this nature in which we
do" hot ve advance infcrmation from you. Professors should have
your 0.K. or the Treasurer's before they place orders and we should
be advised of this approval.

Dr, Richard Bien has just arrived in New York this morning. I had
the real pleasure of over an hour's interview with him, He is not
stopping here but Zoing right on to Providence. He expects to return
this way for a more extensive visit in about a month,

Dot joins me in very best wishes and kind regards.

Very cordlally yours,




Shanghal and I have read your letter
in the nev honor and responsibility
side the explanation is the old ome
writing and carrying on other activities. I hope to keep
found for my Jjob, which I have loved. I am
I am oh #0 slow! Othervise 1 am very well for

I am hopeful that when we receive Paul Ward's figuree for 1946-47 and
1947-48 we can produce & perallsl tabulation of former yeers which will illustrate
clearly the steady control on finances which you and Mr. Coe have meintained
throughout the yemrs of disturbance. This will strengthen our ability to
secure the necessary funds for the cwrrent year and thereafter.

It is very fortunate that Jolm Coe is in this cowntry this year.
He bas analysed Paul Waxd's preliminary figures and is yeedy to take the later
figures in hand as soon as they arrive. He will help me a lot in preparing a
good case for Huachung University. To supplement these figures we shall need
your best guess as to the amounts which we resscmadly may expect from
sources in 1947-h8,
Also we need to know enough about your correspondence wi

Board, Harverd-Yenching etc. so that we can supplement your
that will be helpful. I have not received the usual $5,000

1946-47 and I am wondering whe there has been any change in their policy.

as afrf

ther
tions in the U.S8., ecting money-getting grow
week, It looks now as though the current '
to finance in owr histoxry. A special meeting of the main
bas been called for October 14, to determine wpon a
poliay to follov during the rather distressing circumstances of the current
to be good resson for hope for better conditioms next year.
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ne following matter 1s highly urgent and lmportant, we have

nared this statement, trying to make it as brief and clear as

I'he salary policy that we h ve followed at IHuachung for over a
year 1s to apnly to the "basic salaries" the same multipliers and
subsldies currently in effect at the lational .uhan Universit;
only comparable dovern'cnf institution in thi €&

’rices in this region have increased about )0,6 since Sentember 1lst
and seem likely to continue to climb as s! oly in the coming days.
e consecuent revision of the government scale anplied to Viuhan

University 1s likely to be slow in materializin: Cur faculty mem-

bers are seriously distressed.

We propose, subject to your approval, to pgy wlith the salaries on
October ”)tl an arbitrary bonus off one thirfl more, announcinc that
this 1s judged possible and necessary under this month's circum-
stances of salary scale, rate of exchange, price level, and univer-
81ty income, and that there is no promise to reneat it.

we calculate that on the most conservative estimate the niversity
can afford this bonus out of ﬂurrent income:

The budget as originally submitted last June shows a salary
total of (38,210. e deduct from this the whole of *LL Income iltem
"To be found by the United Boarad" (4w11,400), leaving ,26,810; divi
ing this by txe'vc we have 2,234 avallable for salaries each
month., Vie PLLlLZe that the estimates for the ethodist and L.M.S.
grants are probably high, but contributions have already arrived
from the U.S.C. and B.U.A.C. to balance this. Ve feel that by figur-
Ing in this way we are still leaving a margin of safety to meet
the worse times that nay come.

. Without the bonus, salaries to be pald here for October would
total CN 67,791,000; the bonus of one third would raise this to
w9 88, 000, Aonlylnq the least favorable bank rate now avallable
at .uchang (and converting the subsidies paid in advance at the
rate effective when naid), this comes to US w2.015.67. Adoin” iy,
Richard Bien's salary of ﬁvl 67 per month, the total is ;107,33

or only 947 of the money avallable.

The formal justification for the bonus is that in the national
universities of China teachers under the pressure of inflation make
ends meet by taking paying jobs outside. The universities do not
object, and even facilitate this by short hours. VWuhan University
rcouircs 4 to 6 hours of teaching, as contrasted with the 10 to 12

hours here and in most mmerlcan colleges, and the 8 hours in the
few biggest American universities. We are unwilling to lower Hua-
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October 9, 1947.

CHINA MISSION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Mr., J. Earl Fowler,

National Council,

281 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y,
Us' D K

Dear Earl, =
'~_ § et 3 -~.;‘“

I received day before yesterday your letter of September 26th
and I was glad to hear from you again.

Richard Bien had just written from Brown University saying that
you were very kind to him in New York and that he expected to visit
New York again in another month.

In the third paragraph of your letter of Segtember 26th you
referred to a letter and statement from Arthur M., Adler, Foreign Book
Dealer, 114 Fourth Avenue, New York, reguedting you to pay $19.40 for
an order received from Professor Shen here., I showed Paul Ward this
paragraph and he admitted it was his fault not to have written you
about it, since Dr., Shen had already received his permission to send
the order. I have told Paul Ward that hereafter all orders of this
kind should be sent through his office instead of by individual mem-
bers of the faculty.

The new term is going well with apparentlv a good lot of stu-
dents who seem to appreciate what we are able to give them and take
everything in good spirit,

My son John has written very appreciatingly of his visit with
you in New York. He is continuing his work as an assistant for Prof.
Montgommery and taking 13 credit hours of lectures and laboratory
besides auditing another course. He is getting ready to take his
French examination this month., He passed his German in February. Next
spring he will have to take his ‘general examinations as a preliminary
to the doctorate.

October &0th is near, and after that we shall be preparing for
the consecration of Newton iiu in the Church of the Holy Nativity on
the campus.

With the best wishes,

Yours affectionately,

Feceass

{ reOFcecE ool
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Van aid

Mr, Oliver S, Lyferd, fﬁxi“'

gh gani Place, Englewood, N.J.,

Dear Mr, Lyford,

I am so happy to recéive your letter W10L dated October 6th
day before yesterday.

I must apologize for the irregularity of our correspondence on
my part. It has been due largely to the rush both at the end of the
last term and at the beginning of the new term, and that I was away
from Wuchang practically the whole summer. I am glad that my letter
WL-13 of September 26th reached you safely,

Again I have to apologize that I have not found the time to
write my Annual Report for the last year. More than once, I sat down
to comElete my notes, and yet I have not been able to get the writing
done. have been called away so often to attend meetings of one kind
or another,

With a more or less guilty conscience, I have been reminding
Paul Ward to send his financial report to you for 1946-1947 operations,
but he too, has been working so hard day and night that ke is behind
his schedule as the acting treasurer, especially now, when foreign
exchange as well as market prices is rising so steeply that as soon
as we have completed the study of one scheme we have to face entirely
a new situation.

/ Your guestion about the Huachung fellowship has been answered
in my letter WL-13. Paul Ward has just reported that the erection of
12 housing units leaves only a deficit of US$#300. The appropeiation
for this project was US$15000, but in addition to this, we have re-
ceived two gifts from our good friend Mr., Li Jui, one in June amounting
to NC$10,000,000 and then another at the last weekend amounting to

I NC$20,000,000.

As to the increased gu#slment of students, we have arranged to
accommodated them by putting in more double-deckers into the hostels.

Lvlg' The Executive Committee of the Provisional Board of Birectors
kﬂ){}bmet on Saturday October 1llth. Dr. Fulton was appointed secretary pro-
W p ftem, and he has not been able to get the minutes readv to be enclosed

r "r ¢ 3 '3 -
« s | for you in this_letter. To anticipate the minutes, and to prepare your
v, imind for them, I would like to report to you the followingiaclies

f

f "~ First, that é&e NC$460,000,000 as our share of government speci-
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al grant of NC$6,000,000,000 be recommended to the Founders acting as
Directors, to be used towards the cost of additional residences and
|V hostels to be erected in the near future.

Second, that it be recommended to the Founders acting as Direc-
tors that 6 additional faculty residences of the permanent type be
built before August 1948, and two hostels, one for men and one for
jwomen, be also erected as permanent buildings before the same date,

\¥ |and that approximately US$100,000 be appropriated by the Founders
\from the available building fund which together with the new grant
for buildings made by the National Coucil of the Protestant Spisco-
pal Church in United States amounts now to over one third of a million
dollars U.S. currency.

The Executive Committee has made these reco: endations with
regard to buildings because it is felt that while it is justifiable
to put our students in double deckers in our hostels, and while they
lare happy with even this kind of accommodation in view of the .prresent
Isituation in China, this arrangement i§ not conducive to the best type
/of university life which would reaouire a reasonable measure of privacy
land comfort, We may argue that prices are at present too high to war-
rant any expenditure in U.S. money on buildings, but there is no tell-
)ing when prices will come down to a level for us to start building
(again. It seems to be a pitv to let the money lying in the bank to
| depreciate with the depreciation of even the U.S. currency when it
icould be turned into effective use when the _needs are so creat, After
lall, we don't know what the future has insﬁggiad for us, but we must
work while it is day, and trust that CGod will take care of the rest,

a2

{ ¥

v

The Executive Committee has instructed me to write at once to
Bgzggmini asking whether he can spare the time to visit us from the
Philipines before Christmas for a period of time long enough for him
to consult with the Faculty Committee already appointed by the Senate
to study our needs and to reach some conclusion as to the general out-
lay of the plan and the architectural style of the buildings, for the
consideration and approval of the Huachung Committee of the ﬁnited
Boeard. I have written to him already, and am expecting a reply in about
itwo weeks. If he could not spare the time to make this trip, the Execu-
(tive Committee would wish to know what the Huachung Committee of the
{United Board will do with regard to the university architectare. It
is unwise to let things drift any longer,

We have this term 523 students of whom 190 are women, It is the
opinion of the Senate that we should reach the enrolment of about 600
jstudents in the fall of 1948, LOO men and 200 women, and then stop at
(that figure for two or three years not only for the sake of consolida-
tion but also to allow time for the building of more hostéls, so as
to relieve the congestion, and to get hostel life into the normal con-
ditions which would mean two or at most four students in a room or
suite planned for that number, all in single beds instead of six or
eight or even ten in one room with all sleeping in double deckers,

The hostel scheme ought to be one of the distinctive features of Hua-

chung. This.requires the provision of quarters for two faculty members
-near to each men's hostel. Our present buildings make the working of :
(this scheme impossible. Hence the building of new hostels is an urcent

{ need.
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The Executive Committee meeting on Saturday also took action
for the university to follow the government plan of subsidies. Accord-
ing to newspaper reports, the government has been considering various
plans. It looks likely that they are going to adopt the one which calls
for 125% increase of all the salaries and the subsidies. So far we have
been following the government plan since July 1946, and it has been
proved the most satisfactory to all concerned. At times, it works hard-
ships on our people when the government is slow in changing to meet
the new price level, but as long as we know that the government is g0=
ing to make new adjustments, we are willing to wait inspite of the hard-
ships., I was working it out with Paul Ward yesterday and found that if
the government should finally adopt this month the plan of increasing

s 4.l Y 125% we would probably have a deficit of US$2000, when we take the
: .2 _lower figures of the salary item for the year 1947-1948. But exchange
rhosa 4erAT” may be in our favour, so as to eliminate this deficit. Even though
““‘g,¢%°? there may be a deficit, the increase like this one is justifiable. We
P“jw4ﬁ¥ Nystill have our reserve to fall back upon. You may like to keep the
8 yl"f reserve as intact as possible, but it ought to be remembered that the
greater part of the reserve has been kept just to meet a time like
‘/this. We may have three or four more vears of hard time to face, but
+/*”" we ought to stretch our reserve to cover this expected period. We ought
»." © to keep the future in mind, but it does not seem warranted to sacrifice
- too much the present for the future.
b
3l

S tecct

_ Things are meally developing very rapidly in China. Paul Ward
and I wrote you a joint letter on October 7th proposing to increase
limmediately the subsidies by one third. The proposal is out of date
now. The only way is to follow the government plan when it is put into
;effect by the government in the national institutions. One of the
Executive Committee members was amazed on Saturday to know that our

highest paid professor bad been receiving only one and shree quarters
of a million dollars Chinese currency a month. He said that a minister
iin his church inthis area with very little education had been receiving
'a higher salary.

Even when we follow the government subsidy scheme, we have still
to bear in mind the fact that professors in the Wuhan University teach
only 4 to 6 hours a week and are allowed to take extra jobs outside w.z
+he pay, while the Huachung teachers have to carry 10 to 14 lectures
a week and are not allowed to carry extra renumerative jobs outside.

We feel proud of our arrangement, but while the financial conditions
'are as they have been, we ought to give some kind of recognition to

' the willingness of our people to mainbain a good tradition at their
'own cost. We recommended in our joint letter dated October 7th that

;as long as there is the need, and as far as our resources are permit-
\ting, we should pay our men more than the government wniversities pay
theirs. I do not know what the United Board will say about this, but as
far as I know, not all the Christian universities which have joined

the United Board are following the same scheme in paying salaries and
subsidies to faculty and staff members,

Before I close I like to report the following figure:
Total number of students registered this term: 536

0ld students- 316
new students- 220 536
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Men studentse 344
Women Students- 192 536

(Note: of the total number, 13 students have already
g1 withdrawn, some by doctor's:orders, and others to enter
\K National unlversitles where there are no fees charged.

) Of the total number of students, ALO, 8% are Christians, against
29% & year ago in Wuchang, and 15% two years ago in Hsichow,

By departments the students are:

Chinese 30

English 80

Ecen. & Com. 168

History 39 _

Biology 2L

Chemistry 50

Physics L5_

Education 97 Total: 583 = not counting the

students who have left.

S

With the best wishes,

Yours sincerely,
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Mr, Oliver S, Lyford,
54 Dana Place, Bnglewood,

New Jersey,
Us Oy Ay

Dear Mr, Lyford,

My last letter torsyou was WL-14 dated October 18. I have been
wondering whether it reached you before the Huachung Committee meeting
on October 24th., Sometimes, airmail from China to America takes only
six days, and I have recently received one from New Haven for only five
days from the time of mailing.

I wish to report to you first of all}that we are making preparations
' for the celebration of the 23rd Anriversary of the Huachung Founders' Day
iwhich is on November 1, and which is also the occasion every year for the
|formal matriculation of the new students. We used to receive from the
‘Founders on that day a gablegram which always cheered up the faculty and
the students,

(Segénd}jg I have to report that since I wrote to October 18, we

have received confirmation from the President of the Wuhan University of
the government decision to increase the subsidies for members of the
faculty and staff by 125%, except research subsidy which is only doubled.
' Following the action of the Provisional Board of Directors taken in July
| 1946, and in accordance with _your approval of this action, we are paying
_+t subsidies tomorrow on thesreckoning and it means NC$2®,000,000 increase
,ggnjthe salary item of our budget. It is a tremendous increase, but figuring
| it out with Paul Ward, we feel that we ought to be able to make it without
causing too serious a deficit in our budget, expecially when the likelihood
is that for the next two months, there may not be any further increase and
- the exchange rate will be more in our fawour.

Against this sudden increase mentioned above, I wish to quote you
the following paragraph from the Rev., Noel B, Slater's letter dated October
8 from London - ",.,.I still hope to write you in a day or two regarding
to our allocation, but the last Executive voted an extra 8360 pounds for
equipment for Huachung to cover duty on goods already ordered, plus an
extra 60 pounds, part of a special contribution from the Presbyterian
Church of England; and 650 pounds for maintainence which you could either
use towards a’Chair' (in the hope that we should be able to keep up payments)
or for some other special needs, This, with 700 pounds granted you on June
24th for equipment, plus 600 pounds for maintainence, totals 2310 pounds
for this year, which is more that you asked for. You still have 300 pounds
to your credit on maintainence.”

- After consultation with Paul Ward and report to the Senate, I shall
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make recommendations to you with regard to the appropriation of the un-
earmarked money in the above paragraph just quoted from Mr, Slater's
letter,

I have heard from Dr. Richard Bien in Bpown University. He has
built in the Brown Urniversity Laboratory an oscilloscope at the cost of
only US$63 by using surplus materials, Such an oscilloscope in the market
will cost US$2000. We decided to ask you to pay him this §63, and I have
also written him to consult with you whether he could spend more money
on science equipment over and above our commitments up to datey As he is
asking for some money for immediate expenditures on scientific supplies,

I have written him after consultation with Paul Ward that if he should get
in touch with John Coe immediately he may with John goe's approval spend
US$1000 out of our rehabilitation funds, but that if Should wish to spend
more of the same funds, he must wait until after John Coe's retuen to Wu-
chang and when John Coe and Paul Ward have been able to check all the
outstanding orders, unless you should see your way clear to authorize him
to spend more on ecience equipment., It would be an advantage to the univer-
sity if Richard Bien should attend himself to the buying of sciende equip=-
ment for the three departments - Biology, Chemistry and Physics, while he
is in America himself,

Dr. Brank Fulton has been talking to me about a fellowship granted
by Yale-in-China Association for a Huachung faculty memberg now in America.
Brank and I agreeg that we ought to let fichard Bien have this fellowship,
for his travel from Providence to New Haven, and for whatever expenses he
may have to incur in visiting New Haven as frequently as possible, and to
stay long enough to contact as many of the New Haven people in the interest
of Huachung as he can. The stipend of the fellowship ought to enable him
to do two or three other things, First, he ought to feel free to attend
the Huachung meetings in New York: to visit the Evangelical and Reformed
Church people in Philadelphia; to call on such peorle as Mrs, Procter and

iss Johnston in Ohio; and to attend Yale Club meetings in various cities
in America; all on behalf of Huachung. Secondly, we should want him to make
a visit to England and work with Slater for two or three months as I did
a year ago, so as to promote further the interest of Huachung in Great
Britain, I am writing to Richard Bien about this and I shall write more
explicitly to Mr. Slater concerning Richard Bien's visit,

‘ In spite of all rumous, our district of the country is still safe.
Please “haw! thes news broadcasted to our friends in America .that &s long as
we do not cable you to the contrary, you may assume that all goes will with
us. Prices are still rising, but during the last week, they have not been
as alarming as before.

8

the situation in the university. The students are working very hard, and

‘j As a whole, everpbody on the faculty and staff feels happy about
they are behaving well.

Only yesterday, a Mr. Tsen came in to announce his decision to us
ythat he was going to turn overto our university library about LOOO® Chinese
libooks, a collection left by his father. In recognition of the gift, we have
‘agreed to set aside from our own funds US$LOO as an endowment, the annual

interest from which will be a scholarship for a student in our university,
 |With preference to a descendant of his father, or a native of his district

| which is not far away from Hankow, If such a student proves in #®bher ways
qualified for our scgolarship. We have to pay for the transportation of the
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books from the Tsen's family tn An-lo to Wuchang, and the cost of transpor-
tation may be NC$3,000,000 which in terms of US currency is not much., The
books given to us by the Tsen family have the estimated value of at least
NC$40,000,000,/ We hope that you will approve this transaction. We would like
To encourage this kind of gift as far as our resources permit, because it

is now so difficult to buy "hinese books to replace our very heavy losses
from our library during the war, A former student of ours has been telling
me also about turning over to us the books left by his deceased uncle. This

collection, however, is in Wuchang, and will not cost much money in tran-
sportation,

’ With the best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

SIS S 5




HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY

Extracts from recent letters from China

A letter dated October 23 and received from Dr. Francis Wel since
our meeting of October 24, contains the following good news:

"In spite of all rumors, our district of the country is still safe.
Please have this news broadcasted to our friends in America. As long
as we do not cable you to the contrary, you may assume that all goes
well with us. Prices are still rising, but during the last week, they
have not been as alarming as before,"

"As a whole, everybody on the faculty and staff feels happy about
the situation in the university. The students are working very hard,
and they are behaving well."

From this and other letters recently received, I quote the follow-
ing paragraphs: s

"Total number of students registered this term: 536
0l1d students 316
New students 220 536

Men students 44
Women students 192 536

(Note: Of the total number, 13 students have already withdrawn,
some by doctor's orders, and others to enter National Universities
where there are no fees charged.)

Of the total number of students, 40.8% are Christians, against
29% a year ago in Wuchang, and 15% two years ago in Hsichow.

By departments the students are:

Chinese 30
English 80
Econ. & Com. 168
History 29
Biology o4
Chemistry 0
Physics 5
Education _ 97 Total: 523 - not counting the
students who have left."

"The two women hostels are filled to the limit, and in most of the
rooms, the students have to use double-deckers which they did not do
during the last year. That 1s how we manage to squeeze in more women
students, and the girls are now less comfortable. We cannot help this
because so many girls want to come, and their families prefer to have
them with us than somewhere else. Three men's hostels, namely, Ingle
Hall, London Mission Hostel, and New Third Hostel are all opened and
we have reopened also one half of the ¢ld Po Yu Hostel under the
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Methodist Church, by providing living quarters for four families in the
new houses just completed. Three of the hostels are now full, but
there are about 20 more vacancies in the Third Hostel, which is under
Dr., Brank Fulton. I am glad that Fulton is here with his wife, and
since he 1s interested in working among students, he will meke a very
good hostel warden."

"I have to report that since I wrote on October 18, we have re-
ceived confirmation from the President of the Wuhan University of the
government declision to increase the subsidies for members of the facul-
ty and staff by 125%, except research subsidy which is only doubled.
Followin% the action of the Provisional Board-rof Directors taken in
July, 1946, and in accordance with your approval of this action, we are
paying the subsidies tomorrow on this reckoning and it means NC$27,000,000
increase monthly on the salary item of our budget. It is a tremendous
increase, but figuring it out with Paul Ward, we feel that we ought to
be able to make it without causing too serious a deficit in our budget,
especially when the likelihood is that for the next two months there
mey not be any further increase and the exchange rate will be more in
our favor,"

"Against this sudden increase mentioned above, I wish to quote you
the following paragraph from the Rev, Noel B, Slater's letter dated
October 8 from London - "...I still hope to write you in a day or two
regarding our allocation, but the last Executive voted an extra 360
pounds for equipment &or Huachung to cover duty on goods already ordered,
plus an extra 60 pounds, part of a special contribution from the Presby-
terian Church of England; and 650 pounds for maintenance which you could
elither use toward a 'Chair' (in the hope that we should be able to keep
up payments) or for some other special needs. This, with 700 pounds
granted you on June 24 for equipment, plus 600 pounds for maintenance,
totals 2,310 pounds for this year, which is more than you asked for.

You still have 300 pounds to your credit on maintenance."

"Things are really developing very rapidly in China. Paul Ward
and I wrote you a joint letter on October 7 proposing to increcase im-
mediately the subsidies by one-third. The proposal is out of date now.
The only way is to follow the government plan when it is put into
effect by the government in the national institutions. One of the
Executive Committee members was amazed on Saturday to know that our
highest paid professor had been receiving only one and three-quarters
of a million dollars Chinese currency a month., He said that a minister
in his church in this area with very little education had been receiv-
ing a higher salary."

"Even when we follow the government subsidy scheme, we have still
to bear in mind the fact that professors in the Wuhan University tcach
only 4 to 6 hours a week and are allowed to take extra jobs outside
with pay, while the Huachung teachers have to carry 10 to 14 legtures
a week and earenot allowed to carry extra remunerative jobs outside, We
feel proud of our arrangement, but while the financial conditions are
as they have been, we ought to give some kind of recognition to the
willingness of our people to maintain a good tradition at their own

(12°
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cost. We recommended 1n our joint letter dated October 7 that as long
as there is the need, and as far &s our resources are permitting, we
should pay our men more than the government universities pay theirs. I
do not know what the United Board will say about this, but as far as I
know, not all the Christian universities which have joined the United
Board are following the same scheme in paying malaries and subsidies to
faculty and staff members,"

"The Executive Committee of the Provisional Board of Directors met
on Saturday, October 11. Dr. Fulton was appointed secretary pro tem,
and he has not been able to get the minutes ready to be enclosed for
you in this letter. To anticipate the minutes, and to prepare your
mind for them, I would like to report to you the following actions:

First, that the NC$460,000,000 as our share of government special
grant of NC$6,000,000,000 be recommended to the Founders acting as
Directors, to be used towards the cost of additional residences and
hostels to be erected in the near future.

Second, that it be recommended to the Founders acting as Directors
that 6 additional faculty residences of the permanent type be built
before August 1948 and two hostels, one for men and one for women, be
also erected as permanent buildings before the same date, and that ap-
proximately US$100,000 be appropriated by the Founders from the avail-
able building fund which together with the new grant for buildings made
by the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States amounts now to over one-third of a million dollars U.S. currency.

"The Fxecutive Committee has made these recommendations with regard
to buildings because it is felt that while it is justifiable to put our
students in double deckers in our hostels, and while they are happy
with even this kind of accommodation in view of the present situation
in China, this arrangement is not conducive to the best type of univer-
sity life which would require a reasonable measure of privacy and com-
fort. W: may argue that prices are at present too high to warrant any
expenditures in U.S, money on buildings, but there is no telling when
prices will come down to a level for us to start building again. It
seems to be a pity to let the money lying in the bank to depreciate
with the depreciation of even the U.S. currency when it could be turned
into effective use when the needs are so great. After all, we don't
know what the future has in stoere for us, but we must work while it 1is
day, and trust that God will take care of the rest.'

The spirit of Christian loyalty and optimism shown 1n the above
quotations 1s wonderful and of course should be rewarded with adequate
salaries and adequate housing as soon as possible, However, the Uni-
versity is carrying on successfully under the present handicaps and the
most important requirement at present is adequate financing to provide
Br the maintenance during the coming months at the same degree of com-
fort as at present.

The present indication is that with exchange rising at about the
same rate as the cost of living, the budget income for the present
college year will be adequate for malintenance at about the same degree

(121
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as for the year 1946-47 and therefore that the income from our regular
sources, with about U.S, $20,000 from the United Board, will be suffi-
cient for the life of the faculty and staff at the present degree of
physical discomfort. The faculty should be rewarded by income beyond
this minimum and we hope for more liberal grants., We always must keep
in mind that the present individual incomes have a buying power which
is only a small fraction (averaging about 25 per cent) of the corres-
ponding buying power before the war, .

The Huachung Committee (formerly the Hua Chung Board of Trustees)
questions the advisability of spending any considerable amount of our
western capital for new bulldings until there shall be greater assur-
ance that such buildings will not be destroyed during the present armed
rebellion., However, we have approved of the use of all avallable
Chinese income for such purposes,

Respectfully submitted,

Oliver S. Lyford
Treasurer
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Dr. Fo C. M. '.1.

Hua Chung University,

'“ms’ Hup.h, Chira.

Dear Dr, Wei,

Thark you for your latter of Osbober ninth wvhich reashed me last week
when I was in New York prepering for the meeting of the Huas Chung Fomdders on the
twenty=fourth, It was fortunste theat I hed it before the meeting,

Earl Fowler will be semdirg you the minutes of the meeting and writing you ere long.
However I am pending you a preliminery repert, It was a good meeting with Dr,Sleman,
Mr.Lyford, Mise Johngtom and others there. Rex 'hnlor. new sxsskbktzsxssgxx executive
seeretary of Yale-in-China was alse there.)f The meeting la sted nearly three hours.
The two most inportant actions were first the paseing of the budget whieh Paul Ward
had sent on in the summer, They also took aset! n regard to the erestion of
three permanent residences. Y think thwt- 44 ; e money from the ) expested
govsrment grant of C$460,000,000 be mm u Tlﬁo would be in line with the suggestion
on the lest rage of yomr letber of Sept, 20"!1 to Mr, Lyford that you were going to
recommend that this money be s0 used to the Rxmmhm Exectrtive sommittes of the
Board of Direetors ot n meeting on the llth of October. They xmkix reslized that
this momey would not be enoghh for three residenses;and se they went Turther te
say that they would find the balanece needed for the three houses pro\ubly mkhmxx
from the $2fix $200,000 appropriation to Hua Chung from hhe R, and A, fund, They dfd
state that the total cost of “he three homeses sholld not exceed US$18,080 or US$6,000
for eash. The way this figuse was reaghed was that they eonsideped the fast that the
double houses Bergamini built om the eity wmll in 1937 cost US$4,200 per double house
or US$2,100 per f to Eorlier Beggamini had estimatéd the cost of a house at
not more than US$8) a figuwe of mot qkite three times prewar actual eost 2 J%M
seemed 2 fair maximm 't o use at the present time,

Dr., MesMullen was at the meeting to discuss the sampaign which is being put on to
raise money for the colleges and took moret time than had been expected, He is
putting on a gampaign to raise US$600,00C for the celleges for eurrent operations.
How mukh he will get is a question, O,r share of this is to be fifteen or twenty
thossand, if all is raised. Henry lLaee has already given $38x $-0,000. This is in
addition to what may eome throggh USC whieh will not be mmech.

The question of the fellowship was on the agenda, but unfortumately it did not come
t11l after Mzelhllen, By the time that VagMullem was throggh it was so late that
members of the beard were drifting away se that the tollnthip has been put over
to the next meeting. '

In yomr letter io lir. Lyford, you mention the matter of Dr., Wei's secholarship fund,
I have chosked the matter over im New York and find that in keeping their ascoun's
in New York thed® they had plaged in this fudd the various sums vhich hed been given
you forsgiolarships such as from Mvs., Dmmean ete. T hope this clears the matter up,
and ascounts are being ad jucted.

I have seen Donald Wang several times here fn Amn Ardor, He seems to be getting
adjusted and settling down at his work well, Mrs. Hareld Cray is letting him heve
a room in her homee whigh is of gowrse hdlping him out gonsférably,

¥e expect to be in Boston sometime béfere the middle of November for a bit and
€hile there I hope that we will have a echanee te see Righard Bien.

Earl Fowler has gotten us -assage on hhe Marine Adder which is schediled t opail
from San Franeiseo on the rinth of Janmmry. I hepe that nothing will esecur to &.&

hold it pp. Beth of us have gotten well rested and are anxioms teo get baek to
W o B . e
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Mr. Oliver S. Lyford WL-16
54 Dana Place, Fnglewood,
New Jersey e
U.S.A. \;\brary of ”’,(‘ .
Re: Annual Report for Bhe Academic ’/YALE DIVIXITY SCHOOL
Year 1946-47 \ g :
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Dear Mr. Lyford,

I can hardly rcalize that my last letter to you was WL-15 dated
October 23. The three wecks have passed almost at the blink of the eye.
So much has happencd that I do not realize that the time 1s gone so
very quickly.

I have heard from John Coe giving his preliminary report on the
meeting of the Board of Founders in New York, and I am weiting for Earl
Fowler's minutes which I belicve will come very soon.

Enclosed I am sending you the much belated Annual R.port of the
President. It was written before the end of October, but I have not
been able to get it typed until today. I hope you will excuse this long
delay and convey my regrets to the Board of Founders acting concurrently
as the Board of Directors, You may find it possible to get this report
and, perhaps, the accompanying reports duplicated in Earl Fowler's of-
fice in ordcr to send it out to the members of the Board and others
concerned. I am sending a copy to Mr. Slater in London asking him to
share it with Mr. Rastenbury of the Mecthodist Missionary Society and
Mr, Orchard, or whomever may be acting for him during his absence, in
the London Missionary Society. As soon as you are able to get the re-
port duplicated, please send copies to all the cooperating Missions in-
cluding the Mission of the Evangelical United Bre&thren Church whose
secretary is Dr. Héinmiller,

In China, I am trying to get the report typed again so as to sc¢nd
a copy to each of the Mission heads in the field. We are only able to
get seven copies at each typing.

It 1s not necessary for me to review the recent events in the uni-
versity during the last few weeks, because since November 1, we have .-
revived the English weekly bulletin which you may remember used to be
sent to you even during the earlier years in Hsichow, and we were forced
to discontinue it when mimeograph material in English became unavail-
able. Now we call this English weekly bulletin "Huachung Newsletter,"
The office 1s sending you and some members of the Huachung Board a copy
every w eck in order to keep you posted of happenings here. If you
should find any need for morc copies, plcase let me knew, giving the
names and addresses or else, we would just send you extra copies cvery
week. Dr. MacMullen of the United Board is already on our mailing list.

From thc last two issues of the Newsletter, you will know about the
Consecration Service for the Rev, Newton Liu, one of our alumni, on
October 28; the visit of the British Parliamentary Mission; the faculty
and staff dinner on the eve of the Founders'Day; the celebration of the
Founders' Day on-November 1; the Alumni Meeting e¢n the evening of the
Founders' Day; the play staged by the students' dramatic club on Novem-
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ber 7 instcad of November 1 or October 31 because of the mid-term exam-
inations immediatcly before and after November 1; and the attendance of
Dr. Pu Hwang at the Annual Conference of the China Christian Education
Association as reprecsentative of Huachung. Dr. Hwang returned from
shanghai only yesterday, and reported & very successful conference. He
came back on the same boat with the principals of several Christian
middle schools in Hunan and Hupeh, and while in Shanghai during the
confercnce, he was able to contact the principals of many Christian
middle schools in Anhwei and in Honan. One of the consequences of his
visit to Shanghai 1is twelve more Christian middle schools in our region
which have decided to join up with us as affiliated Christian middle
schools. They are in the Provinces of Anhwel and Honan. All these
Christian middle schools have expressed their desire to have the privi-
legc of recommending their graduates to us for admission into Huachung.
If we should grant them this privilege we shall havec more students every
year from the Christisn middle schools and also & larger percentage of
Christian students in the university. Dr. Hwang 1s very proud 1in re-
porting to me that we seem to be doing better services to the Christian
middle schools in our region, and we hopec that our policy may be adopted
by the other Christian universities in China. To achieve the aim of
Christian higher eduwaation, the Christian universities must work hand

in hand with the Christian middle schools, and we have been pursuing
this policy for the last 18 ycars, Only the war interrupted our program
and now since we came back to Wuchang, we arc pushing it shead, with all
the facilities and resources avallable to us.

Dr. Charles Bunsen Shaw representing the United Board is visiting
us here now. He arrived on Wednesday which happened to be a National
Holiday. Mr, Merk Tseng met him at the airfield and brought him and his
accompanist Mr. Hu Shao-sheng to Dr. Brank Fulton's house where they are
being entertained as college guests., Yesterday, Bec spent the whole day
in the library with Mr. Mark Tseng, the librarian. At noon yesterday,
he lunched with me and nine other lecading members of the faculty. In
the afternoon yesterday, we had a meeting with him considering the type
of building for our library to be built as soon as possible. Paul Ward
suppered with him yesterday evening. Today he 1s visiting the Boone
Library School, and tomorrow, I shall take him to visit wuhan University.
In the afternoon tomorrow he will meet with our library committee, and
day after tomorrow, Sundey, November 16, he and Mr. Hu will b. flying to
Szechwan, You will see that we are making the best use of his time here,
and he has come just in the nick of time to give us the advice 1in our
reply to a cablegram from London recceived day before yesterday, which
read as follows:

" e.e..NLT WEI HUACHUNG UNIVLRSITY WUCHANG

.+..CABLE IMMEDIATELY STERLING ESTIMATE FOR NEW LIBRARY BUILDING

ALSO POSS3IBILITY ERECTION IF MONEY AVAILABLE. WE PROPOSE MAKING

SPECIAL APPEAL, SLATER"
For more than 10 years, I have been suggesting to Mr, Slater of the
China Christian Universities Association in London and to the London
Missionary Society and the Methodist Missionary Socliety that in our new
building program, the best thing will be for the British Missions co-
eperating in Huachung to secure sufficient funds for the erection of a
library which will be the most central and the most impressive as well
as the most useful building in the whole place, so as to symbolize the
British cooperation in our university. Professor David Anderson who had
spent two years in England before his peturn to the university last
October, had also been pushing this project. The cable indicates that

(12 1



3.

something is happening in London. Beforc we are able to answer 1it, we
have to come to some kind of conclusion with the advice of Dr. Shaw as
to how large a building we ought to have, &nd what shall b¢ in it, such
as whether we should have in the building not only stacks, working
spacc and reneral reading room alone, but to include also seminar rooms
end privage study rooms for faculty members for their research work.

We would like to include.this latter so as to give better facilities
for research which we always belleve to be essential to good teaching.
In the mean time we are also investigating the price of building as
obtains at th¢ present time. After the meeting of the library commit-
tee tomorrow afternoon we may be able to send a cable reply to Mr,
Slater. So far we have becn thinking of the cost of the building alone
as 40 000 to 50,000 pounds sterling, or U,S.$120,000 to $150,000. The
rage of exchange between the pound sterling and US dollar in China is
oné to three, and we have to use this rate wvhen the money is to be
spent in the country. This amount will not include plumbing, wiring,
and general and specilalized furnishjng, which will incrcase the sum
total by 60 per cent. We may have to scale down thc cost of the build-
ing, or we may propose the cost we are thinking about and mention in
the caeble thc 60 percent extra scparately. AS soon &s we have reached
a decision, we shall inform you again. Wc have no way to tell what
will be the outcome of this cabling back and forth, but one thing is
certain, and that is our friends in England arc taking an interest 1in
our library building.

As to the time for the erection of the building, which 1s going to
be perhaps the most important building in our project, the best advice
we have received is e year or 18 months from now, when prices may bc
more normal. Again we have te get more information from contractors
and architects before we can come to a decision and cable to London.

In view of this as well as in view of the necessity of putting up
before August more faculty residences, and student hostels which are
more urgent than thé¢ library building, I have written already twice to
Mr. Bergamini now in the Fhilippine Islands, asking whether he will be
able to pay us a visit before the end of this calendar year, My first
letter was a month ago, and so far I have received no reply. 1 wrote
again at the beginning of this week addressing the letter to the care
of the Treasurer's officc of the American Church Mission in Shanghai to
be forwardcd from there so as to make sure that 1t will reach Mr.
Bergamini. In case Mr. Bergamini is unavailable, would your Board or
the Huachung Committee of the United Board approve the appointment of
another architect, and what names would you have to suggest. It may be
nccessary to consult the office of the National Council at 281 in thls
matter,

This letter is getting already to bec too long and I have to closc
here with my best wishes and the kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

Francis C. M. Wel

P.S. At Juhan University yesterday I consulted the supcrintendent
architect there about the cost of bullding, He said that it was 20,000
times pre-war price in terms of the N,C, currency. .schenge 1s now
22,000 times. Is 1t not cheaper to build now,. F.C.M.W
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I can hardly realize that mv last letter to you was WL-15 dated
October 23. The three weeks have passed almost at the blink of the eye.
S50 much has happened that I do not realize that the time is rone so very
ouickly.

-

Dear Mr, Lvford,

I have heard from John Coe giving his-preliminary report on the
meceting of the Board of Founders in New York, and I am waiting for Earl
Fowler's minutes which I believe will come very soon.

‘ fnclosed I am sending vou the much belated Annual Report of the
President. If'was written before the end of October, but I have not been
|able to get it typed until today. hope you will excuse this long delay
and convey my repo€ts to the Board of Founders actine concurrently as the
Board of Directofs. You may find it possible to get this report and, per-
haps, the accompanying reports duplicated in Zarl Fowler's office in order

to send it out to the members of the Board and others concerned. I am
sending a copy to Mr, Slater in London asking him to share it with Mr.
Rattenbury of the Methodist Missionary Seéeiety and lir. Crchard, or whmmever
may be acting for him during his absence, in the London Missionary Society.
As soon as vou are able to get the report duplicated, please send copies
to all the co-operating Missions including the Mission of the Evangelical
United Brethren Church whose secretary is Dr, Heimmiller.

In China, I am trying to get the report tvped again so as to send
a copy to each of the Mission heads in the field, We are only able to
get seven copies at each typing.

It is not necessary for me to-review the recent events in the
university during the last few weeks, because since November 1, we have
reviwed the English weekly bulletin which you may remember Wwcused to e
sen® to you even during the earlier vears in Hsichow, and we were forced
to discontinue it when mimeograph material in English became un-available.
Now we call this English weekly bulletin "Huachung Newsletter". The office
is sending you and some members of the Huachung Board a copy every week
in order to keepyou posted of happenings-here., If you should find any
need- ' for more copies, please let me “now, giving the namesand addressg or
ielse, we would just send you extra copies every week. Dr, MacMullen of
the United Board is already on our mailing list.

; From the last two issues of the Newsletter, you will know about
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thé Consecration Service for the Rev. Newton Liu, one of our alumni, on
October 28; the visit of the British Parliamentary Mission; the faculty

and staff dinner on the eve of the Founders' Day; the celebration of the
Founders' Day on November 1; the Alumni Meeting on the evenine of the
Founders' Day; the play staged by the students' dramatic club on November
7 instead of November 1 or October 31 because of the mid-term examinations
immediately before and after November 1; and the attendance of Dr. Pu

Hwang at the Annual Conferencé of the China Christian Education Association
as representative of Huachung. Dr., Hwang returned from Shanghai only
yesterday, and reported a very successful conference. e came back on the
same boat-with the principals of several Christian middle schools in Hunan
and Hupeh, and while in Shanghai during the conference, he was able to
| contact the principals of many Christian middle schools in Anhwei and in
Honan. One of the consequences of his visit to Shanshai is twelve more
Christian middle schools in our region which have decided to join up with
us as affiliated “hristian middle schools. They are in the provinces of
Anhwei and Honan, All these Christian middle schools hade expressed their
desire to have the privilege of recommending their graduates to us for
admission into Huachung. If we should grant them this privilege we shall
have more students everg vear from the Christian middle schools and also

a larger percentage of “hristisn students in the university.,: - Dr, Hwane is
verv proud in reporting to me that we seem-to be doing better services to
the Christian middle schools in our region, ard we hope that our policy
may be adopted by the other Christian-universities in China. To achieve

' the aim of Christian higher education, the Christian universities must work
hadd in hand with the Christisn middle schools, and we have been pursuing
this policy for the last 18 vears; 6nly the war interrupted our program and
now since we came back to Wuchang, we are pushing it ahead, with all the
facilities and resources available to us.

——

Dr, Charles Bunsen Shaw representing the United Board is visiting
us here now. Me arrived on ednesday which happened to be a Notional Holi-
day, Mr, Mark Tseng met him a he-airfield and brought him and his ~ccom-
panist Mr, Hu Shao-sheng to Dr. Brank Fulton's house vhere they are being
entertained as college guests. Yesterday, he spent the whole day in the
library with Mr. Mark Tseng, the li“rarian. At noon vesterday, he lunched
\with me and nine other leading members of the facultv. In the :fternoon
lyesterday, we had a meeting with him considering the type of building for
our library to be built as soon as possible. Paul Ward sup;ered with him
vesterday evening. Today he is visiting the Boone Library School, and
tomorrow, I shall take him to visit Wuhan University. In the afterncon
tomorrow We will meet with wi#h our library cormmittee, and day after tomor-
row, Sunday, November 16, he and Mr. Hu will be flying to-Szechwan. You
will see that we are making the best use of his time here, and he has come
Just in the nick of time to give us the advice in our reply to a cablegram
from London received dayv before yesterday, which read as fcllows:

Meeeess o NLT WEI HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY WUCHANG

«++ o CABLE TMMEDIATELY STARINGGESTIMATEMY FOR NEW LIBRARY BUILDING
ALSO POSSIBILITY ERECTION IF MONEY AVAILABLE. WZ PROPOSE MAKING
SPECTAL APPEAL. SLATER"
For more than 10 years, I have been suggesting to !Mr. Slater of the China
Christian Universities Association in London and to the London llissionary
ociety and the Methodist Missionary Society that in our new building pro=-
gram, the best thing will be for the British Missions cooperating in Hua-
. chung to secure sufficient funds for the erection of a library which will
be the most central and the most impressive as well as the most useful
building in the whole place, 86 as to symbolize the British cooperation in

our university. Professor David Anderson who had spent two vears in England

-
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before his return to the university last @ctcber had also been pushing

this project. The cable indicates that someth ing is happening in London.
Before we are able to answer it, we have to come to some kind of conclusion
with the advice of Dr. 2haw as to how large a building we ought to have,

and what shall be in it, such as whether we should have in the building

not only stacks, working space and general reading room alone, but to include
also seminar rooms and private study rooms for faculty members for their
research work. We would like to include this latter so as to give better
facilities for research which we always believe to be essential to gocd
teaching. In the mean time we are also investigating the price of buildigg
as obtains at the present time., After the meeting of the library committee
tomorrow afternoon we may be able to send a cable reply to Mr. 9later. So
far we have been thinking of the cost of the building along as 40,000 to
50,000 pounds sterling, or US$120,000 to $150,000, The rate of exchange
between the pound sterling and US’ dollar in Chlna is one to three, and we
have to use this rate when the money is to be spent in the countrw This
lamount will not include plumbing, wiring and gneral and apecialized furnish-
ing, which will increase the sum total by 60 per cent. We may have to scale
down the cost of the building, or we may propose the cost we =re thinking
about and mention in the cable the 60 per cent extra separately. As soon
as we have reached a decision, we shall inform you again. We have no way
to tell what will be the outcome of this cabling back and forth, but one

' thing is certain, and thot is our friends in England are taking an interest
"in our library building.

As to the time for the erection of the buW]dlhﬂ, which is going to
| be perhaps the most importnat building in our-project, the best advice we
have received is a year or 18 months from now, when prices may be more
normal. Again ve have to get more information from contractors and archi-
tects before we can come to a decision and cable to London.

In view of this as well as in view of the necessity of putting up
before August more faculty residences, and student hostels which are more
urgent than the library kulldln“ I have written already twice to Mr,
Bergamini now in the Phlllrlne Iulanus asking whether he will be able to
pay us a visit before the end of this calendar vear, !y first letter was
ammonth ago, and so far I have received no reply. I wrote acain at the
beginning of this week addressing the letter to the care of the Treasurer's
office of the American Church Mission in ®hanghai to be forwarded from
 there so as to make sure that it will reach Mr, Bergamini. In case Mr.
| Bergamini is unavailable, would your Board or the Huachung Committee of
(the United Board approve the aprointment of another architect, and what
| names would yQu have to suggest. It may bé necessary to consult the office
the National “Youncil at 281 in this matter.

This letter is getting already to be too long and I have to close
here with my best wishes and the kindest regards,
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November 19, 1947

Dr. Franois C, M. Wei
Huachung University
Wuohang, Hupeh, China

My dear Francis:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the minutes of the Huachung Com=
mittee of the United Board for the meeting held on October twenty-
fourth. I am mighty sorry for the delay in mailing these to you,
John Coe was at the meeting and, I believe, he has already written
you commenting on it. In all probability, Mr., Lyford has also
written you.

We are all very aprehensive regarding the present situation in China,
In all probability we are more anxious and disturbed than you people
are in the field. Still, the newspaprer reports are very distressing.
It is very hard for us here to justify capital expenditures when the
conditions are so uncertain. Vote #432 shows we approved of three
new residences for faculty members with the understanding that the
money received from the government will take care of at least two

of these new residences. We had in mind supplying residences for

the Fultons, Rogers, and Walter Allen family. It is more or less
understood it would not be necessary to start these residences be-
fore Maroh., The 1dea i1s to delay as long as possible due to the
general situation.

There was one other question that we wanted to bring up for a vote
but did not because Dr. McMullen was present at the meeting and we
did not want to discuss a topic that he might use as a oriticsm of
the Huachung adminstration., I would like to refer you to Vote #405
of the meeting of March 19,6, a meeting at which you were present.

We all fel strongly that under present conditions you should stieck

to the decision made in Vote #405, that is that the enrollment of
Huachung be increased gradually up to five hundred within the next
five years., This means that you should not increase your enrollment
next year over the present number that you have in the college at the
present time, You and the students have our deepest sympathy in ‘the
crowded conditions, Still, conditions are just about as bad inm all
of our institutions here in America. I do not know whether your
son, John, has written you about the congestion in the seminaries.
They are using double deoker beds which 1s an unheard of ‘thing in
any of cur seminaries. During this emergency we felt Jjustified in not

o
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Dr, Franois C. M. Wel ' Novémber 19.‘19L1£:[f

approving of the building of any further dormitory or hostel, I
hope this decision is not going to be too much of a disappointment
to you, ’

1 have purchased and sent to John Coe and he has received a parcel
of one thousand Smith's Multi-Vitaminas., I have not received the
bill yet but when it comes in I will charge them to your account. -

We great enjoyed having John with us for a weekend. I have not seen
him since his visit here to New York. It was just by acocident that
we had thepleasure of having him with us, He was en route to catch
a train to Binghamton, New York and missed his connection.

We have not received a report yet about Newton Liu's consecration.
I presume somebody will write about it sooner or later. Please .

give him our congratulations and we hope he will have a very long
and successful administration of the Sian Missionary District.

With very best wishes and kind regards.
Very affectionately,

J. arl Fowler
JEF:0
En(’lo




19th November, 1947,

Rev, Noel B. Slater,
China House,
25, Charles Street,
London, W,1l.

Deaxr Noel,

On Monday, 17th. inst., I cabled the following reply to your cable-
&ram of November 1lOth.:-

CUNIVINA, LONDON. Can build needed library now. Estimate
eighty one thousand pounds plus twelve thousand, wiring
plumbing. Could dbuild in parts. Essential part forty five
thousand. Letter follows. Weli.

Your cablegram reached me last Wednesday afternoon, November 12th.
The Senate Committee, charged with planning, has been at work on the matter ever
since. It so happened that, at the same time, we were receiving a vieit from
Dr, Charles Shaw, an able American librarian, sent out by the United Boarde to
inspect and report on library neede of the Christian colleges in China. We have
been fortunate to have the benefit of his expert advice in formulating our answer.

We agreed that it le advisable to bulld the library now, if fundse
are available. We are fully aware that, in terms of British currency, the cost
of bullding with locally obtained materials is now almost exactly four times the
pre-war cost. But we see no reasonable hope that such coste will fall mterially
in the nsxt five years. At the present time our local prestige and our educa-
tional standards rank high in comparison with non-Christian institutions. Now is
the time to consolidate and extend our position. If we wait for easier times,
ve may well find ourselves following rather than leeding. The high morale of our
faculty and students would be stimulated by such a concrete demonstration of our
mw.

Of all the buildings that we need, nome has a more pressing claim than
the library. We regard the library as the proper focue of all work of university
calibre done outside the science laboratories, and we feel that the more students
and faculty are drawn to do their work there under proper conditions and with
ready access to academic materials, the more surely shall we meake our contribution.

It is for this reason that we have not hesitated to plan a full-scale
lidbrary. The plan had already taken shape in our minds before Dr. Shaw arrived,
but he has helped us to clarify the technical details.

This plan comprises: -

Btack space for 200,000 volumes
Reading room for 350 students

/15 small seminar rooms

30 small studies for faculty
Library working space, halls, lobby




Thie ie planned for a university of 800 students and a steff of 85,
andwill also serve the staffs of the many Cheistian middle schools of thie region,
who lock to ue for guidance and help.

To secure an estimate of present construction costs, Mr. Robert Kemp,
the missionary in this area with the moet experience in construction work,
advises us that we can rely upon the Judgment of Professor Miao, who has acted
ae the supervieing architect of the National Wuhan University eince its inception
in 1928, Mr. Miao has telephoned me the results of his computations and inquiries,
which, for the above area of 45,000 sgyuare feet, with 10 feet ceilings, may be
summerized as follows:

(a) Two storeys, with brick walle and concrete floors. h 51,430
(b) Reinforced concrete frame, floors and roof dut

brick walls. Two etoreys. & 78,210

Three storeys. % 80,710

(c) Reinforced concrete throughout: Two storeys. &105,000

Three storeye. 100,000

In committee meeting, we have decided upon three storey construction
of type (b) as the best. We yrefer Lhres storeys to two storeys because the more
Compace armangement would mean greater
top storey's frame and the roof mi
the compact stack areas, as pPlanned, would need a counter-
of reinforced construction.

Since Mr. Mimo's figures do not include the cost of wviring and plumbing
our commlttee has had recourse to Mr. Shaw estimate that in American library
construction the latter amounts to about 23% of the cost of the shell of the
building. Believing that our needs are much simpler than American customs require,
even though euch materials cost proportionately more here, our committee has
cut this by one third, to the figure of k12,250, additional to the cost of the
.bu.

We recognize that the total estimate of virtually 93,000 may seem
startling large, especially as it does not provide for any furnishings or book
stacks., It does represent, howsver, our soundest estimate of the cost of building
wvhat we need. Coste of construction in sterling are not likely to increase
between now and the actual begimning of work, If they fall somewhat, with improve-
ment of transportation, we should have a margin with which to secure some essen-
tall furnishings; 1fthqdomtm1wmnd;toun1nthobu1m1ngunph
the furniture and few steel stacke that we now possess. In the following years
we would expect to assemble 8lovly the appropriate furnishings. The building it-
self alone is essential.

If you regard our estimate as more
a smller might be raised, we proposed
a girt for another dbuilding, to allow
of the library. This would account for %28,
we would propose to defer erection of
would contain the studies, seminar
would represent of course, substantially ng
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Huachung University

November 25, 1947
WL-17

Mr. Oliver S. Lyfoxd
54 Dana Place

Englewood, N, J,
U.S .A.

Dear Mr. Lyford:

My last letter to you was WL-16 dated November 14. I hope you
have received it in good time,

There is not much to report on the day to day happenings in Hua-
chung these last ten days. Everything seems to be going on well except that
there has been again a bit of scare on account of the military situation, but

I don't belleve it is serious.

I do not know whether it is due to this that the black market rate
for the American dollar is suddenly shooting up. I am watching the situation
with great care to see whether there are other factores involved,

Prices continue to rise. Since we increased the subsidies a month
ago according to the new government scheme, our people feel quite relleved.
But I am afraid that they will feel the pressuresgain very soon, if the market
should continue like this. Early in October, I raised the question with you

vhether you would allow ue the liberty to give bonus to our faculty and staff
members if it should be safely within our budget limit, partly because of the
dropping purchasing value of the Chinese currency, partly because of the unusual
high rate of exchange, and partly for the sake of recognizing the loyalty of
our people in adhering to the full time principle, which hae been upheld in very
few institutione in China today, but which we believe ie a good tradition to

maintain,

In my last letter WI-16 to you, I mentioned the visit of Dr. Shaw
to our university. It happened that on the day of hie arrival, November 12, we
received a cablegram from Mr. Slater of the China Christian Universities Associa-

tion in London as follows:

NLT WEI HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY WUCHANG cccoscccccccce

ssess CABLE IMMEDIATELY STERLING ESTIMATE FOR NiW LIBRARY
BUILDING ALSO POSSIBILITY ERECTION IF MONEY AVAILABLE, WE
PROPOSE MAKING SPECIAL APPEAL., SIATER

We took the opportunity of Dr. Shaw's presence to get his expert
opinion on the kind of library we should need keeping in mind the maximum enroll-
ment of 800 students, and a teaching staff of 80 to 85. The Senate had appointed
before Dr. Shaw's arrival a committee on the needs which had to be met by the
different bulldings to be erected, so as to present them to the architect for
designing the buildings. The committee met with Dr., Shaw and then the Library
Coomittee had a meeting with him also. After that, I had the meeting of the




Senate and appointed two members of the Senate to draw up a cable reply to Mr.
Slater which was followed by a letter which was dated November 19. To keep you
informed of this particular development, I am sending you enclosed herewith a
copy of the letter which quoted the entire cablegran,

After we had mailed the letter, we received a letter also from Mr.
Slater dated November 10, in which he said that he wvas making an appeel in a
“very useful quarter with the cooperation of Dr. Rattenbury and Dr. Williamson,
and that he was expecting to meet with a possible donar on November 18 about
vhom he would prefer to say nothing more, in case his efforte should meet with
no immediate result. So far no further word has come from Mr. Slater.

Then writing on October 30, Mr. Slater gave the details about the
establishment of possibly three Chairs in each of the six British-linked univer-
eities including Huachung. He is hoping to get enough money to allow R600 for
each Chair per annum. This amount is to cover the salary -- subsidies and house
rent of the holder of the Chair, which will mean something around A300, leaving
L150porannu-1nmmoforthoubbaticdparinhghndfortmnlam
living expenses in England, and the balance each Yyear, perhaps hl00-150 for
additional equipment and/or books in connection with the professorship.

At Mr. Elater's request, I have nominated Professor Richard P. Bien
of the Physice Department, Professor George Bien of the Chemistry Department
and Professor Shen lai-chiu of the Economics-Commerce Department as our candidates
for the three Chairs in Huachung. Mr. Slater wants a candidate whose subjects
myappnlmial]:toindutrialandhmimnpoophvhomommtogive
the money to maintain all these Chairse. BHe emphasizes the necessity not to use
the money for the three Chairs for expansion of the university, and only to re-
lieve in as practical a way as possible the heavy financial burden which the
university administration is at present carrying. If this scheme should &0
through, it will mean also as much financial aesistance from that quarter as
the salaries, subsidies and house rents for three of our senior professors, and
a certain amount for their research, and their sabbatical leave, once in every
seven Yyears.

~Yenc A riation. I am very happy to report to you
that I have received a letter from Professor Klisseeff of the Harvard-Yenching
Institute in Cambridge, Mass., under the date of November 10, 1947.

In this letter, Professor Elisseeff said that he had received ny
amnual report, and that "for the fiscal year 1946-1947, we had received US$9352.12
from New York, which represents the Institute's $5000 grant and $4352.12 from
Reserve Funds."

I have not answered Professor EKlisseeff's letter yet because I am
wvaiting for Paul Ward to have some free time to discuse with him that particular
matter. I am afraid there is some misunderstanding es indicated by the figures
quoted by Professor Elisseeff. But I hope that the grant of US$5000 for 1946-1047
has really been received by you. You have not informed us of thie since you
wvrote that you were somewhat disturbed for not having yet received the money from

the Harvard-Yenching Institute.




Professor Klisseeff's letter continues to say that he recommended
"that since we met the requirement set forth in the Trustees' vote granting us
UB$5000 for the fiscal year 1947-1948 subject to the condition that the money
is to be spent in accordance with the advice of the Director of the Institute,
andmtanpnofmmitworthopmiou-gmthmtomh
Cambridge by October 1, 1947, the money should de sent."”

I hope by this time, you have received this amount of UB$5000 from
the Harvard-Yenching Institute.

Further, Professor Klisseeff's letter says that Executive Committee
also voted that a $5000 grant should be made for the fiscal year 1948-1949 subject
to the same condition,” and he quoted the action as follows:

"esssssssesThat $5000 be included in the Institute's budget for
1948-1949 for Huachung College for its department of Chinese
Literature and History, subject to the conditions that the
money is to de spent in acocordance with the advice of the
Director of the Institute, and a report of the expenditures of
the previous grant to resch Cambridge not later than October

Finally, Professor Elisseeff in his letter says, "I was much interested
to know thatyou have spent some of the money given you for rehabilitation to
reinforce the library, and I have no objection to your drawing on the Reserve
vhich you have built up in New York, to further strengthen your library”. Om the
strength of this, we are giving permission to the department of Chinese Litera-
ture and History to draw around US$500 for a very much needed set of Chinese

books which the members of the department had been wanting to buy for some months.
I hope it will meet with your approval also that we drav upon the Harvard-Yenching
Reserve for this. .

I am fully hoping to get at least another letter to you defore Christ-
mas, but in case I should delsy my writing again, please accept my most Bearty
greetings for Christmas for yourself and your family.

Witk best wirhes,

Yours sincerely,

/signed/ Francis C. M. Wei
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December 3, 1947

Dr. Arthwr M. Sherman,
Grace Chwurch,
New York, New York

Dear Dr. Sherman:

I received this morning from Dr. Wel the enclosed letter dated
November 29th, with copy of his letter of November 19th to Rev. Slater
of Londomn.

The second paragraph of Dr. Wei's letter is almost incomprehens-
idle to me and his general idea of proceeding with the comstruction of a
new library building seems to be totally inconsistent with the situation
in the vicinity of the Yangtze River at the present time.

I am sending you these letters at once and sending copies to

Messrs. Lobenstine, Greiner, Fowler, MacMullen and Hume, in order that
we may give the subject the attention which you may consider desirable.

Yours very truly,
Ol v .

Oliver 8. ILyfoxd
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HUACHUNG UNIVERSITY
WUCHANG, CHINA
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YALE-IN-CHINA COLLEGE PRESIDENT

FRANCIS CHO MIN WEI, PH.D.,D.C L.,L,H.D,

December 5, 1947.

CHINA MISSION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Mr. Jo. Farl Iowler,

Acting Associate Cecretary,
Huachung Board of Trustees,
281 Fourth Avenue, New York 1(

'Y 3 /
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My dear Earl,

T

I received several days ago letier of November 19, enclosing
a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Huachung Committee of the
United Board acting for the time being as the Board of Directors of e
Huachung University, the report of the Treasurer ending July 1947 submitted
by Mr, Lyford, ~nd extracts frorm my recent letters for the information of
the Huachung Committee,

Mro. Lyford has not written me
1

about the meeting, but I know he has

|\:,’) ({ﬁwr:.

not been able to write very much the ’
I am very sorry indeed that all of you are so aprrehensive with
regard to the situation in China. It alwavs looks worse from a distance.
But as far as we know here, it is not as bad as that. The Wuhan area has
had two or three scares, but we feel quite certain that our centre is still
safe, especially now whean General Pai Chung-hsi has established his head-
quarters in Kiu Kiang to direct operations in the six provinces from
Shanghai to Chungking. As I wrote to Mr., Lyford some time ago, vou may
rest assured that we are safe in "Wchang, unless you should receive a
cable from us to the contrarv,

The work is going on smoothly., [Everybody is working hard, The
winter has already set in, but many of us have not becn able to start
our stoves because of the high priéce of coal. Without a stove, I find
it difficult to do any serious reading or writing when the temperature
is below 4O degrees-F, But soon we can get used to it. No fire has been
started vet in the offices. .
I am glad that the Huachung Committee has aprroved the erection of
three new residences for faculty members., I wish the vote had been four
residences, because it would not do at all if Dr, Hohn C, ¥, Lo and family
should have to stay in their present quarters whilé the Fultons, the Rogers,
and the Walter Allens should be given new residences,

It would not be absolutely necessary for us to start the erection
of these residences before next March, but surely building materials will
rise steeply if we should wait until after Chinese New Year which is in
February, before we buv. On the other hand I quite see the wisdom of

delaying the purchases as long as possible owing to the general situation.

Our share of the government special grant is not vielding very much
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in American currency, on the basis of which we have to do our reckoning

in building. Perhaps it will he only about US$7000, Paul Vard has not
been able to give me the exact figures becuase he has been using the money
in Chinese currency from time to time and change into American currency

in the books,

We are hoping to start our part of the Joint Campaign for the
thirteen Christian colleges sometime next week. The Joint Committee in
“hanghai has given us the job to raise NC3300,000,000 but we are setting
our goal in the Campaign at ﬂl,OCC,O’(,OOO with the hope that we may be
able to realize ene half of it,

In your letter vou remind us of the decision made in Vote 405 that
the enrollment of Huachung should increase very gradually up to only 500
within the next five vears., But at that time, we would not foresee the
circamstances which would obtain after our return to Wuchang. Every Christian
school and all the colleges in the Wuhan centre are now having more than
double their pre-war enrollments. It would not have been possible for us
to stay below 40O this year. It is by a great deal of self-restraint that
we are keeping our enrollment for the year at 536, If we should have to

,keep the same enrollment next year, we would have a verv small freshmen

class in September 1948, and this would be bad for the morale. So probably,
we will have to go over 550, if not approaching closely to 600,

Congestion in our hostels is not the same thing as congestions in
institutions of higher learning in America. Students' rooms in the General
Theological Seminary or the E.T.S.,in Harvard or in Yale,are large enough
to put twice as many students into them as originally planned. Very little
leewgy was left in our students' rooms for expansion, and so when twice
as many students are put into one room with double ckers, there is not
even enough room for one desk and one chair for &He studentg. In none of
our hostels is there a properly constructed baggage room, or store room,
or social room, not to say a dining room. Conditionsin our present hostels
&® not conducive to studies or serious thinking. Unless something is done,
the danger will be irrepairable. It is not so much the disaprointment to
us that I mind, but the havoc to higher education in Huachung.

It is difficult for me to convey to you the idea how the morale
would go up if there should be any sign of our building project getting -
under way. I saw that first in 1934, ang again in 1937. At the present
time in the minds of many people in the Wuhan area, Huachung is certainly
taking the lead in higher education. We have built up a proud tradition,
we have the neucleus of a good faculty, we are maintaining good standards,
we have a good morale, and now we have a good name, Unless we should
stimulate further, the interest of the people in the Wuhan area in our work,
we may lose the lead by trying to maintain the status quo even for the short
pettiod of two or three years. A year ago, we took in an unusually large
number of freshmen, and it has taken us a good deal of effort to assimilate
them, Last September, the freshmen was only two thirds the size of the
class of the previous year, and we feel that the next two or three years
we should not go below 200 for our entering class. If we should stop this
rate of increasing our number, which is gradual, it will mean that after
two or three years, we would have to have a large entering class again , and
that widdl mean another period of re-adjustment., Further more, if we should
turn away too many candidates for admission, they feel discouraged,
and stop looking to Huachung as a place for college education., Our admission
has been strict enough, but we do not want to make it unreasonable. I have
been telling you some of the things that have been on mv mind since I read
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your letter and the minutes of the Huachung Cormittee meeting, and I hope
that I haye made myself understood.

Miss Hutton has sent a small article to Billy Leidt for publication
in "FORTH", Another version of the same article has been sent to the
"HANKOW NEWSLETTER", I have just received a programme in Chinese of Bishop
Liu's enthronement in Sian on November 23, At his Consecration here in
the Church of the Holy Nativity, we raised within our small community over
tem million dollars Chinese currency for his discretionary use.
proud of him as one of our Alumni,

e are

With best wishes and greetings for Christmas and New Year,
I am

’

Yours fiffectionately,

Frczcescy




The Executive Committee,

China, Mission, Evangelical & Reformed Church,
Rev, Ward Hartman, President,

Yoying, Hunan,

Dear Mr, Hartman;

I am taking advantage of Doctor T?ylor's 'oing to Yoyings to attend
a meeting op your executive coww1ttee to send my greetings to the
mission, as President of ”u')f“unfv Univers Jtv, and to report to you an offer
which has come to us {rmw the Theological Seminarv of the mvangelical
& Reformed Tlurc% at lLancaster, Pa.,, as is stated in a letter from Doctor
Theodore I, Herman, under date “of July 1L, 1947. BEnclosed nlease find

a copy of this letter, and my reply to it, déated October 17.

4

I hope wou will give this matter vour "in]
fo prceed i

consideration and advise
1 order to make the be ossible use of this offer of

T A
dd I

ips at your seminary in

m 1

I have asked Doctor Tavlor to explain to you in person, the diffi-
culties confronting students who desire to secure passports to go to the
U.S.A., to sfwd" theology on the basis of the terms offered in these
ferTOmﬂ’ ips. These defficulties I have explained in my letter to Doctor

Herman, but t ;wf_ letter T have as yet received no reply.

If this scheme should materialize, and when the passport difficul-
ties are overcome, as we expect they may, it is our earnest hope that vour
mission will send to wa huqm nu~% students 2s may be candidated for the
Christian ministry, an 0 would be, alter graduation, candidates for
these fellowships

In conrection with our theolorical work here, I should like to make
the presentation to you as to tho need for one of vowr missionaries joine
ing our staff in the theological foculty in the very near future, so that,
in the first place, wour mission may have a share in this very 1wrortant
part of our programme for the trainine of Christian vorXers both men and
women, and in the second place, we mav have here in Huachung someone vho
will begin the organization ﬂnﬂ building of a relirious and social center
for Evangelical and Reformed Church stddents as Huachung, whose number,
we believe, will increase from year to vear, especially since your church
is developlnﬁ more senior m14d1e schoold and will therefore have more
students who will ~o to college.

It is not for me to suggest whom vou should apnoint to t his import-
ant rost at uackunv but if you should agree with my u¢~e>tion, that
since Doctor Taylor 10 already busy with other work at the university, and
has hns main interests in the college of education, my mind turns to the
Rev, S, W, Whitener, who for so many years has been a rnmber of our Board
of Directors, and who has been taking a keen, sympathetic interest in our
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work. However, let me say here, so that there may be no disappointment,

that if Mr, ”Hﬁuono“ or some other person like him should come to jOln
our fA(uLty, there vmul“ not be a heavy teaching load in the theological
work, in this initial stage of the development of the t%nolO"wcal course,
until the theological work is further developed, but there will no doubt’

be some academic subject in which he will be able to assist in the interim.
Again, Dr., Taylor Taylor will be able to explain to you the situation in
detail, if you desire him to do so<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>